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New 
emergency 
system alerts 
via texting 


By ELISABETH GREEN 
Staff Writer 


Schools around New England will contin- 
ue to manage the winter weather over the 


* coming weeks, announcing cancellations and 


delays resulting from inclement weather. 
Students interested in a faster way to hear 
about school cancellations and delays will be 
interested in NECC-Alert, a way of notifying 
students directly of campus closings. 


According to Dick Goulete the chair of 


the Emergency Response Committee, over 
600 students have already signed up for the 
service. The college sent out a mass e-mail 
with instructions for subscribing during 
November of last semester. 

“Tt has to be timely and we have to make 
sure we have an orderly process,” Goulete 
said. 

This committee is responsible for manag- 
ing the tools through which students are noti- 
fied. These include website banners, e-mail 
notifications, electronic messages on NECC 
sign at the entrance and calling the school. 

He says the notification process to alert 
the college needs to be timely and specific to 
the individual campuses. 

The alert system was used last Friday to 
announce a two-hour delay to the college 
° 

Alicia Girouard is a student that signed up 
after receiving the e-mail last semester and 
was one to receive the text last Friday. 
Girouard said “it was definitely a helpful 
thing. I'd be pissed if I came down [to cam- 
pus] and found out my classes were can- 
eelled.” 

Students interviewed about the ways they 
currently are updated regarding cancellations 
and delays said they look to the website, call 
the school or watch for notifications on TV. 

However student Victor Cepeda said he 
thinks the service would be convenient, 
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new opportunities. 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
|| Executive Editor 


| The 

j Northern Essex, David 
| Hartleb had an enormous 
| smile across his face while 
cutting the yellow mbbon 
} with oversized scissors at 
|} NECC’s’ Riverwalk in 
Lawrence on Jan. 13. 

The Ribbon Cutting and 
Open house event officially 
| introduced the local commu- 
| nity to the newest addition to 
Norther Essex campuses. 

NECC’s Riverwalk is the 
newest addition to Northem 
Essex located at 360 
Merrimack St. in Lawrence. 
The new campus is address- 
ing the need for more class- 
rooms on the Lawrence cam- 
puses due to increasing 


Ribbon cut on 


President of 


Lawrence campus expanded 
NECC’s Riverwalk 


enrollment of the college. 

The space features 20 
classrooms, five computer 
labs and a conference room 
along with facility offices. 

Prior to being trans- 
formed into the Riverwalk 
campus, the space was an 
abandoned mill space. From 
start to finish the entire reno- 
vation to turn the area into a 
college campus took 58 
days. However, the task was- 
n't easy, it required 100 con- 
tractors working three shifts 
to finish the task. 

On Sept. | the Riverwalk 
campus quietly opened. The 
college anticipated only 300 
students to enroll in classes 
during Fall 2010. However, 
800 people enrolled and the 
campus ended up offering 40 
courses instead of the orgi- 


nal 15 courses, according to 
Hartleb. 

Both credit and noncred- 
it courses are offered at 
NECC Riverwalk. Students 
can obtain degrees in com- 
puter sciences, business and 
many other certificate pro- 
grams at this space. 

In addition, NECC is 
also in the process of build- 
ing the Allied Health and 
Technology Center on Essex 
Street in Lawrence to meet 
the growing demands of 
health-care fields. The proj- 
ect is estimated to cost $ 26.6 
million. 

The college has signed a 
five-year lease on the space 
with the owner of Riverwalk 
properties and president of 
Lupoli Companies, Sal 
Lupoli. 


Courtesy Photo 
| The NECC Riverwalk campus in Lawrence opens the doors to 


By Hope M. Hunt 
Copy Editor 


Snowfall blankets the horizon 
as a typical New England winter 
takes Haverhill by storm, literally. 
City streets grow narrower and side- 
walks become impassable, forcing 
pedestrians away from untended 


~ walkways and into the already busy 


Streets, as they traipse through the 
snowy mess towards their destina- 
tion. Now, imagine-traversing the 
snow-riddled landscape without a 
target destination. Imagine having 
no place to go, and possessing no 
refuge from the below-freezing 
temperatures or the snow-covered 
terrain. 

Stop imagining and try to grasp 


the startling reality that the city of 
Haverhill might look like a “Winter 
Wonderland,” but for those who 
endure these conditions it is a sub- 
zero hell. Patricia Dennehy of 
Community Action Inc., a non-prof- 
it organization that works closely 
with the homeless, estimates the 
homeless population of Haverhill to 
be 75 individuals, if not more. 
Dennehy, who has been working 
with the homeless for nearly 21 
years, attributes homelessness to a 
variety of factors, including mental 
illness, addiction, and economic 
hardship. Some of the homeless 
clients that Dennehy works with 
stay in the local shelter, others crash 
from couch to couch, relying on the 
kindness of friends and strangers to 
keep them out of the elements. 


There are some clients that either by 
choice or misfortune, end up brav- 
ing the elements as they huddle in 
doorways and under bridges, sleep- 
ing wherever they can find reprieve 
from the winter weather. 

No one is immune from home- 
lessness. Yes, there are individuals 
whose life choices landed them on 
the streets with no place to go and 
no one to tum to, but not every 
homeless person is a drug-addicted 
fiend. 

“Any given day anybody's life 
can. tum around, explained 
Dennehy, who has seen a fair share 
of working professionals who have 
ended-up in financially distressed 
and homeless. 
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Approval 
remains for 
NECC’s next 

president 


Courtesy Photo 
Vice President of Academic Affairs 


Lane Glenn has been recommended 
to MA Board of Higher Education. 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


The Board of Trustees voted unanimously 
at a special meeting held on Dec. 22 to recom- 
mend Dr. Lane Glenn. the vice president of aca- 
demic affairs at Northern Essex as the next 
president of NECC to the Massachusetts Board 
of Higher Education. 

If Glenn is appointed the next president of 
NECC, then he will succeed the current presi- 
dent, David Hartleb, has held his current posi- 
tion since 1996. 

The decision to recommend Glenn as the 
next president of NECC came after much delib- 
eration among the community of Northem 
Essex. 

A nationwide search was held to look for 
the next president of NECC, during the summer 
of 2010. 

In December, 
announced 


three finalists were 
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The entrance to Mitch’s Place, an emergency home- 
less shelter run by Emmaus Inc, in Haverhill. 
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| Editorial 
Welcome back to) 
school! 


our minds the comforting knowledge 
that as the Spring semester draws closer 
to finals, as our classwork builds and our 
time and energy are drawn thin, the 
weather will yield in sympathy to our 
growing stress. 

Yes, this too shall pass and before 
you know it the seasons will cycle 
onward and the semester will come to an 
end. 

However, never fear this semester is 
going to be easier than the Fall semester. 
Why? 


The break is over, and classes are 
slowly beginning again. We’re easing 
into our new schedules with a parade of 
introductory classes and_ syllabus 
reviews. Some of us are anxious to sink 
our teeth into the material, and some of 
us are already dreading our first home- 
work assignments. 

However you feel about the oncom- ) : 
ing work, there’s one thing we can all The Fall semester is hectic due to a 


look forward to this Spring semester -- variety of reasons, including, but not 
Sacnth limited to: the holiday season and the on 


coming cold weather. 

Although, we are currently experi- 
encing the cold weather, we should look 
forward to the Spring weather ahead. 


The first week of school has been 
marked by bitter cold, icy roads and 
snow, so it’s more than ever-present in 


orrection: In the Dec. 15 issue of the Observer we failed to rec- 


ognize the HSF for running the AIDS bake sale, we regret the error. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be signed and also include a phone number for verifica- 
tion. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line or 
tisk not being received by the Observer email system 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
*include Letter to Editor in the subject line 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St, Haverhill, MA 01830 Joe Thompson Felicia Amaral 


c . ar Evan Woodworth 
Liberal Arts Athletic Training Education 
While we attempt to publish all letters, “Carhartt. “Wear layers.” “I just kinda be cold. Suck it up 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. and keep going.” ; 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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Insanity plea for Arizona Gunman is crazy 


Sometimes punishment 
needs to fit the crime 


By Rick INGHAM 
Opinion Editor 


During the 


Ming in a super- 
market parking 
lot. 

By now we've seen the reports 
and heard the updates on survivors 
and the accused. We've heard the 
speculations about the suspect's moti- 
vations and we've mourned those that 
didn't make it. 

Jack Gillum, a reporter for “USA 
TODAY ”, reported on the timeline of 
events January 8, 2011. 

“At 10:10 a.m., [Jared Lee] 
Loughner opened fire, gravely 
wounding [Gabrielle] Giffords and 
killing six, including one of her 
aides, a federal judge and a 9-year- 
old girl,” the timeline says. “At 10:11 
a.m., 911 dispatchers received calls 
that there had been gunfire at the 
Safeway. Within four minutes, a 
sheriff's deputy arrived at the shop- 
ping center and detained Loughner.” 

A report by Kevin Dolak and 
Justin Weaver of ABC News identi- 
fied four individuals, one of whom 
had been shot, who tackled the gun- 


man while he was trying to reload. 
Patricia Maisch, 61, Bill Badger, 74, 
Roger Sulzgeber and Joseph 
Zamudio worked together to hold the 
gunman giving police time to arrive 
and arrest the shooter. 

Last Wednesday Bob Christie 
from the Associated Press reported 
on Loughner's indictment. 

“The indictment against Jared 
Loughner, 22, accuses him of 
attempting to assassinate Giffords 
and trying to kill two of her aides. 

It does not include two murder 
charges listed in an earlier criminal 
complaint for the deaths of Giffords 
aide Gabe Zimmerman, 30, and U.S. 
District Judge John Roll, 63. 

Those are potential death penalty 
charges. A statement from the U.S. 
attorney for Arizona, Dennis Burke, 
said those require a more painstaking 
process under Justice Department 
rules. 

Burke said the initial indictment 
issued by a grand jury in Tucson was 
just the beginning of federal legal 
action against the 22-year-old Tucson 
resident. 

While the shooting was an isolat- 
ed event, it's hard not to wonder how 
someone can reach such a violent end 
and, even scarier to consider, how 
would we react as individuals and a 
community if such violence came to 
our neighborhood. Thankfully NECC 
has been spared from gun violence. 

In the wake of such a horrendous 
outburst the question I find myself 
most interested in is the fate of Jared 
Lee Loughner, the 22-year-old would 
be assassin. 


A shice of 
humble pie 


The Jets should have 
trained more and 
bragged less 


By ANTHONY BEVILACQUA 
Sports Editor 


The New York Jets came into 
the football season louder, proud- 
er, and more arrogant than any 
other team before. They quickly 
became labeled the 'Hollywood' 
team of the NFL. 

From their first day of train- 
ing camp coach, Rex Ryan, was 
talking about being in the Super 
Bowl. Never has a team been so 
full of themselves so early in an 
NFL season. 

Week after week, win or loss, 
the Jets came out more and more 
arrogant. Celebrating after every 
single touchdown, every inter- 
view a player talking about how 
great they are and how the Jets 
are the best team in the NFL. 

All this arrogance came to a 
peak after the Jets upset the 
Patriots in the playoffs. Jet's 


linebacker, Bart Scott, was inter- 
viewed right after the game. He 
flew reporter Sal 
Paolantonio and started scream- 
ing about how the Jets were 
underrated and overlooked. 

He started his interview by 
greeting everyone, 

“To all the nonbelievers.” 

Scott acted like the Jets were 
some Cinderella team that had to 
defy all odds to be in the playoffs. 

The Jets finished the season 
with a record of 11-5. They were 
anything but an underdog team. 

They finally got what was 
coming to them in the AFC 
Championship game when the 
Jets were completely stunned by 
the Pittsburgh Steelers and sent 
home with their tails between 
their legs. 

They got exactly what they 
deserved. 

All of the boasting and cele- 
brating wasn’t enough to trump 
the solid efforts that The Steelers 
brought to the table showing that 
at the end of the day it’s not about 
the show, it’s about the game. 


over to 


photo by Gina Ferazzi/Los Angeles Times/MCT 


A shopper at the makeshift memorial outside of the Tucson, Arizona Safeway 
where a gunman shot 19 people, including Rep. Gabrielle Giffords (D-Ariz.) 


As mentioned earlier Loughner 
has been indicted on attempted assas- 
sination charges, but there are also 
nine counts of murder to consider. 
This initial indictment is just the first 
in what is sure to be a landslide of 
legal proceedings. 

Things are still falling into place 
but already there is a debate concern- 
ing Loughner’s ultimate fate. On one 
side are those crying for the death 
penalty but still there are others who 
propose psychiatric treatment. 

Loughner's web postings and 
Youtube videos shows a young man 
with radical ideas and bold political 
opinions. Loughner's legal team is 


certainly playing up the fact that he is 
not emotionally or mentally balanced 
and will most likely use an insanity 
plea to avoid capital punishment. 
However, the fact still remains 
that Loughner shot and killed six 
people injuring another 13. If he was 
able to reload and continue shooting 
he would have killed more people 
and probably would have wrapped 
things up by killing himself like the 
Virginia Tech Shooter in 2007. 
Loughner is a textbook example 
of criminal insanity. You can lock 
him up for life without possibility of 
bail and he will live out the rest of his 
life in a cage, believing that his cru- 


sade was just and right. There's no 
apparent hope of rehabilitation and 
reintroduction. 

For the sake of giving the vic- 
tim's families closure and saving the 
penal system the trouble of having 
another psychopath in their hands, 
the death penalty is the clearest 
option. 

Crazy or not, Loughner killed six 
people and no amount of therapy and 
treatment will bring them back. This 
is not a question of revenge or spite, 
it’s a matter of justice. The punish- 
ment must fit the crime. 


Professors answer 
EDGE Foundation 


NECC professors 
weigh in on 
intellectual prompt 


By THOMAS SHAMMA 
Assistant Opinion Editor 


The Edge Foundation, a nonprof- 
it organization dedicated to the intel- 
lectual and social achievement of 
society, recently released their 2011 
EDGE Question, and the responses 
from 164 leading scientists, philoso- 


phers and _ other intellectuals. 
Contributors included’ NS. 
Ramachandran, Sue Blackmore, 


Aubrey De Grey and Steven Pinker. 

The question they were asked 
was, “What scientific concept would 
improve everybody's cognitive toolk- 
it?” 

Some professors at NECC have 
answered the question with their own 
opinions on what they think more 
people should know or understand. 

Dr. Stephen Russell said, 
"Everything we do to the earth or the 
environment has a consequence." 

He tried to sum it up in a word, 
saying, "Sustainability. Something 


like that. That's sort of a buzz word. 
I don't know. Ecological awareness. 
That's a hard question." He added, 
"Think small. We don't think that 
way. [We think] that bigness will 
solve all our problems. Appropriate 
technology ... solar collectors on 
rooftops or small wind devices." 

Art and Design professor Marc 
Mannheimer answered, "Quantum 
Theory.” 

He explained, "Everything we 
know is wrong. I think it would be 
interesting if everyone was educated 
in quantum theory. That's the first 
thing that comes to mind. ... It would 
cause further questions, which would 
be a good thing." 

“The butterfly effect, and global 
awareness," said Human Anatomy 
and Physiology professor Noemi 
Custodia-Lora. 

"People live in a bubble, they 
don't realize what they do affects 
future generations. People treat the 
planet like it's disposable." 

Ken Thomas, who teaches biolo- 
gy, said, "Evolution by natural selec- 
tion." 

He explained, "There is an over- 
whelming amount of evidence to 
indicate the processes are real. ... By 


examining them, it will help people 
to objectively interpret information 
and based upon what they see. ... It 
would help [people] become better 
thinkers.” 

"Empiricism," said English pro- 
fessor Tom Greene. ‘ 

"It always amazes me how few of 
my students even know what empiri- 
cism is." He summed up empiricism 
as, "There are certain conclusions 
which everyone will come to, regard- 
less of what they think or believe, 
based on the evidence. There are cer- 
tain conclusions that don't care what 
you believe." He added, "A quiz I 
always give my English | students is 
that, "how do you know the earth isn't 
flat?’ Many of them struggle with 
that, that you can answer that without 
any authority. It's not a matter of 
opinion." 

Past EDGE questions include, 
“How is the internet changing the 
way you think?,” “What is your dan- 
gerous idea?” and “What is today’s 
most important underreported 
story?” The past and current ques- 
tions, and the answers, are available at 
http://edge.org/questioncenter html. 


Snow causes winter woes 


Students find it hard 
to maneuver around 


ice and snow 


By Hope M. Hunt 
Copy Editor 


The campus is blanketed in snow, 
a telltale sign that winter is indeed 
upon us. During the winter break 
several inches of snow accumulated 
transforming the campus into a win- 
tery hellscape. Ice-covered walkways 
and towering snowbanks are just two 
of the hazards plaguing the campus, 
making an accident almost 
inevitable. 

Commuter students on the 
Haverhill campus have undoubtedly 
noticed the hazardous condition of 
the parking lots. Piles of snow block 
the driver's field of vision, making it 
impossible to gauge whether or not it 
is safe to proceed. 

Also, the lines denoting where one 
parking space ends and another 
begins are not clearly visible. Lastly 
(and possibly most important), the 
lots are very slippery, making it diffi- 
cult to maneuver and stop one's vehi- 
cle. Commuter students need to 
exercise caution when navigating the 
potentially treacherous lots on the 
Haverhill campus. 

“When you first get into the col- 
lege it's really dangerous because it's 
just snow-covered. You could easily 
slip with your car and crash into a 
snowbank,” said Megan McCaul, an 
NECC student, who agrees that the 


Snowbanks completely obscure turning traffic, mak- 
ing parking lot navigation perilous 
not all of them will have the benefit 
of youth on their side, making a 
speedy recovery unlikely. 

“] think they're doing the best they 


campus could improve their winter 
upkeep of the parking lots for safety's 
sake. 

In addition to the deteriorated state 
of the parking lots, there is the issue 
of icy walkways, which campus 
maintenance must have painstakingly 
attended to in their feeble attempt to 
make the campus safer for pedestrian 


traffic, but the current condition of 


the Haverhill campus’ walkways is 
far from safe. 

All over the campus there are 
patches of ice that have miraculously 
evaded being tended to. Unless one is 
being mindful of their every step an 
accident is unavoidable, but who has 


the time to be mindful of their foot- 
steps when they're rushing from class 
to class. Additionally, there are stu- 
dents of all ages attending NECC and 


can with what they have,” said Dean 
Schade, an NECC student, and 
maybe Dean is right. 

Maybe my overwhelming cyni- 
cism has clouded my judgment, but I 
tend to think that the safety and wel- 


fare of the students, faculty, and staff 


is not to be taken lightly. 

Maybe there is a lack of manpow- 
er or funds allotted to the winter 
upkeep of the campus, regardless it is 
a safety issue that must be tackled. 
It's really quite simple, the Haverhill 
campus needs to step up their game 
regarding their management of snow 
and ice. 
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InfoDump 


Can blogs be a valid 
news source to 
society? 


By Tom SHAMMA 
Assistant Opinion Editor 


I get most of my news through 
blogs. It's a sort of filter -- a story 
breaks. A blogger who cares will 
post about it, and link back to the 
story. If it’s interesting enough, 
I'll check the link. 

If it's a really big deal, sever- 
al bloggers in the same subject 
will cover it, offering a range of 
perspectives and an ongoing dia- 
logue. That way, I'm able to get 
much more depth of information 
about, for example, science, femi- 
nism or the publishing industry, 
and I don't have to slog through a 
newsfeed filled with fashion tips, 
stock advice, and celebrity gossip. 
(Not that I have anything against 
fashion, stocks, or celebrities.) 

I have a pretty strong opinion 
about the importance of blogs in 
media, and this leads to a phe- 
nomenon I find genuinely puz- 
zling; people who disagree, who 
don't think blogging is a legiti- 
mate form of news media, who 
think traditional media is doing a 
bang-up job of reporting on sci- 
ence and on social change, don't 
actually argue. 


I don't mean they agree, or 
even pretend to. I mean they don't 
make an argument. I mean they 
chuckle to themselves, respond 
sarcastically, or in some other 
way treat me like a sign-waving 
"END IS NIGH" street person. 
For saying blogs are legitimate. 
Not for saying all blogs are amaz- 
ing, not for saying we should hang 
the editors, not for saying print 
and TV media is dead now and 
forever. For saying, if you're 
willing to do your homework, you 
can get a good idea of what's 
going on in the world from a 
handful of good, varied blogs that 
cite their sources. 

I got the same response once 
when talking about the recent 
Wikileaks media frenzy, for sug- 
gesting that Julian Assange should 
be held to the same standards as 
other journalists are -- under 
which his actions regarding the 
leaks are entirely legitimate, ethi- 
cal, and praiseworthy. 

I'm really not convinced I'm 
the one who's being absurd here. 
I suspect it may be the other way 
around -- | mean, how do you take 
someone seriously if they're not 
even willing to entertain the pos- 


sibility that, maybe, this whole 
‘internet’ thing is kind of a big 
deal? 


Transfer to SNHU 


Finish your bachelor’s degree program at Southern New Hampshire University. 


We offer: 


¢ financial aid. 


on campus. on location. online. 


* an easy credit-transfer process — up to 90 credits. 


administration and psychology. 


* career-focused academic programs with industry internships. 
¢ lots of support and a welcoming community. 


Popular transfer programs include accounting, business studies, 
communication, game design, graphic design, hospitality 


Enroll in our full-time undergraduate day program, or pursue your 
degree online and/or at our centers in Manchester, Nashua, Portsmouth 
and Salem, N.H., and Brunswick, Maine. 


SNHU is a U.S. News and World Report Tier 1 university. 


Southern, a 
New Hamp fe 


Univelsity 


For More Information 
T: 800.642.4968 
E-Mail: transfer@snhu.edu 


www.snhu.edu/observer 
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Welcome to NECC! 
Activities 


Join the Student 
ngagement struggle in 
he C bulding lobby on 
an. 28th for the top ten 
ays to get involved in 
ECC at noon. 
Then, join them 
again on Jan. 28th to 
ing in the New Year 
and set goals to enrich 
your experience at 
orthern Essex. 


NECC Dance Club 


The first meeting of 
the fall semester for 
the Northern Essex 
Community College 
Dance Club will be 
held on Jan. 31, 2011 
from 12 to 1 p.m. 

' The meeting is 
going to take place in 
the Dance Studio. For 
more information on 
the club, please con- 
tact Michelle Deane at 
ae ee iass.c 
u 


Humanist, Skeptics. 
& Freethinkers @ 
NECC first meeting 


The first meeting of 
the fall semester for 
the Northern Essex 
Community College 
HSF@NECC will be 
held on Jan. 31, 2011 
from 12 to 1 p.m. 

The meeting is 
going to take place C- 
108. For more info 
contact Professor Tom 
Greene at_ proft- 
greene@gmail.com or 
Student Thomas 
Shamma at 

tshamma@student. 
necc.mass.edu 


Play Auditions 


The Top Notch 
Players are holding 
auditions on Feb. 2 
@ 6 p.m. in the the- 
ater on the 3rd floor 
of the C-building. 


Does your campus organization 
have something to announce in 
Campus Briefs? Please e-mail 
the relevant information to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Piano benefit concert Newe 


Music fills the Tech 
Center, entertaining 
many 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


The weather outside was nearing 
zero degrees, as a crowd of eager 
classical music fans trotted into the 
toasty Tech Center during the Sunday 
afternoon of Jan. 23rd. Individuals 
removed their winter attire in antici- 
pation of the Piano Recital of 
American Composers to be per- 
formed by David Alan Pihl. 

Smiles expanded throughout the 
room as Michael G. Finegold, the 
Artistic Director of the Essex 
Chamber Music Players approached 
the microphone. 

“I am glad to see you all here,” 
Finegold enthusiastically _ stated. 
Today we have a wonderful concert 
of American composers. 

“The American composers we 
have today represent the legendary 
composers as well as newer com- 
posers,” Finegold said. “America 
has several unique art forms.” 

Finegold explained that some of 
the music to be performed was actu- 
ally about the Merrimack Valley and 
more specifically about John 
Greenleaf Whittier, the renowned 
poet from Haverhill. 

Once Finegold exited the stage 
the performer David Alan Pihl took 
the stage and quickly introduced 
himself. 

“Nice to see you on this freezing 
day,” He smiled looking around the 
crowd. 

After a few more brief words, 
Pihl seated himself in front of the 


piano. He adjusted himself until he 
was comfortable, then his fingers 
began moving frantically across the 
keyboard, while producing a claim- 
ing melody that relaxed the crowd 
into a pure state of peace. 

Eventually, the pieces Pihl 
played moved into a faster pace and a 
less calm melody, which reflected the 
views of the artist. One such piece 
was titled Living in Ecstasy/You are 
the world , which was part of a move- 
ment by Composer Marc Rossi, who 
was actually present in the audience. 

“This cyclical movement is 
based on a chant-like or perhaps 
Gamelan-like theme that is stated, 
reflected contrapuntally, and then 
expanded into wider harmonic envi- 
ronment,” Rossi stated. “It is repeat- 
ed several times as it transforms into 
a broad climax, and then returns to 
the source.” 

The beat and pace of the melody 
reflects the joyous nature of love, 
according to Rossi. 

After the performance of this 
song was intermission, in which 
many individuals in the crowd pro- 
claimed that the last song was the 
most exciting. During intermission, 
some individuals were buzzing about 
The Black Swan and how it is most 
definitely not about Swan Lake as 
one woman naively thought when 
viewing the film. 

Once intermission was finished 
the crowd again took their seats 
excited at the prospect of the music 
about to fill the room. 

However, the most moving piece 
was composed by Charles Ives titled 
“Hawthorne” , which was written a 
century ago. 

According to the program, the 
Hawthorne movement reflects activ- 
ities of society and of town life, and 
the scenes portrayed within the piece 


photo by Name Name 
Pianist David Alan Pihl 
performed for a fundrais- 
er that benefited the 
Essex Chamber Players . 


were inspired by some _ of 
Hawthore’s magical short stories. 

The impatient state of the ending 
left the crowd in awe, wondering 
how Pihl wasn’t exhausted. 

“That was my favorite song,” 
Pihl said. “Charles Ives helped to 
elevate the human spirit.” 

The show ended with many 
thank you’s and applauses of 
approval. 

The concert was a fundraiser to 
benefit the Essex Chamber Music 
Players. The next benefit event for 
this group is Sunday, Apr. 3 at 2 p.m. 
in the Tech Center. 


How to join Student Senate 


The deadline for Student 
Senate nominations is on 


Feb.9 at 12 p.m. 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


The Student Senate is currently 
accepting nominations from NECC 
scholars whom desire to become a 
member until Feb. 9th at noon, eight 
open seats are available. The elec- 
tions for the Student Senate are antic- 
ipated to be held on Feb. 14-15 on 
the Haverhill and Lawrence campus- 
es. 

According to the Student Senate 
their mission is to “promote the inter- 


ests of the students, improve student 
participation in the decision making 
process, encourage the integration 
between students, faculty, staff and 
campus organizations.” 

Another goal of the Student 
Senate is to unite both the Haverhill 
and Lawrence campus, ensuring that 
students get the same opportunities. 

The Student Senate allows mem- 
bers to represent the student body 
and NECC. Members also assist with 
recommending a spending plan of 
different clubs and organizations 
funded by the Student Activities 
Fund. 

Additionally, according to their 
website, the Student Senate “can 
develop leadership skills, gain com- 
munications skills, build a network, 
get involved with college-wide activ- 


ities and improve student life.” 

The requirements for a student to 
be nominated for Student Senate are: 
First be registered for a minimum of 
6.0 credits at NECC. Secondly, stu- 
dents must have a GPA of 2.25 or 
higher to be nominated or elected. 
Then, they must obtain twenty signa- 
tures of approval from their fellow 
students that currently study in their 
academic program area or major. 

Also, students need to be able to 
attend their weekly meetings every 
Wednesday or as otherwise noted 
from 3:30- 5 p.m. 

The nomination petitions are 
available on both the Haverhill 
Campus (D-117) and the Lawrence 
Campus in (L-133). 


Snow Cancellations by text 


Continued from Page 1 


specifically to provide notifica- 
tions about delays pertaining to spe- 
cific campuses. : 

Another student, Sarah 
Argenbright says of the service “It 
would be very convenient because I 
do not go online before school but I 
would be skeptical about giving out 
my phone number.” Argenbright said 
she has no interest in the majority of 
e-mails sent to her student account 


and would be concerned about hav- 
ing additional information being sent 
to her phone. 

However, NECC Alert serves as 
an emergency mass notification sys- 
tem and does not make mention of 
any other kind of content being sent 
to cell phones. 

“We have a voluntary sign up 
process, Goulete said. 

This is done through the NECC 
website. Students can log onto self- 


service online, and through the 
Personal Information Services tab at 
the top of the page select the Manage 
Your NECC Alert Subscriptions 
option. The service is free for free 
from the college, although standard 
text messaging rates apply through 
the individual cell phone carrier. 

Regarding the response: Goulete 
says it has been “All positive... peo- 
ple were very excited about receiv- 
ing the message.” 


Complied from AP Wire Reports 


Inn Honor - NH inn 
recognized as a 
romantic getaway 


MEREDITH, N.H. (AP) -A 
New Hampshire inn has been 
recognized by a leading travel 
guide site as a top romantic desti- 
nation. 

The Church Landing at Mill 
Falls in Meredith has been listed 
by TripAdvisor as a winner of its 
2011 Travelers' Choice awards in 
the romance category. 

Church Landing is one of 
four lakeside inns hat make up 
The Inns & Spa at Mill Falls. 


Asomugha, Idonije, 
Williams up for Man of 
Year 


NEW YORK (AP) -Oakland 
cornerback Nnamdi Asomugha, 
Chicago defensive lineman Israel 
Idonije, and Minnesota safety 
Madieu Williams are the nomi- 
nees for the Walter Payton NFL 
Man of the Year Award. 

It is the only league honor that 
recognizes a player's community 
service along with his play. 

The winning player will have 
$20,000 donated to a charity in 
his name. The award will be 
announced at the Super Bowl. 

The most recent winners were 
Brian Waters, Kurt Warner and 
Jason Taylor. 

The 32 teams each nominated 
a player. A panel, including NFL 
Commissioner Roger Goodell, 
pared the field to three. 

Asomugha is a four-time Pro 
Bowl cornerback for the Raiders. 
His foundation works with 
Orphans and Widows in Need, 
which supports women and chil- 
dren in Nigeria and provides 
food, shelter, medicine, vocation- 
al training, literacy efforts and 
scholarships. 


Rock-Tenn profit falls 
11 pct after tax break 
ends 


NORCROSS, Ga. (AP) - 
Containerboard and paper prod- 
ucts maker Rock-Tenn Co.'s net 
income for the fiscal first quarter 
declined by 11 percent from the 
year-earlier period, which was 
boosted by a tax credit for alterna- 
tive fuel production. 

The company, based in 
Norcross, Ga., said Sunday that 
net income for the quarter ended 
Dec. 31 fell to $50.3 million, or 
$1.27 per share, from $56.3 mil- 
lion, or $1.43 per share, a year 
earlier. Rock-Tenn's revenue 
jumped 10 percent, to $761.1 mil- 
lion from $690.8 million. 

Rock-Tenn benefited from an 
alternative-fuel tax credit. The 
company produces liquid fuel 
using biomass from a paper mill. 
The credit boosted net income by 
54 cents per share in the 2009 
quarter. 
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Basketball court 


made new for 
students at NECC 


By: Andy Robinson 
News Editor 


The worn flooring of the 
Basketball Court was replaced over 
winter break and now the flooring is 
luminious with shine. 

The new flooring also squeaks 
while pacing across it. 

“The best thing about it,” Sue 
MacAvoy, Athletics Coordinator, “is 
hearing the squeaking.” 

That's what you hear outside the 
basketball court's doors in the Health 
and Fitness Building, just before 
entering. It's loud. It echoes. It's 
familiar, but it's a distant memory to 
those who have been using the 
NECC court prior to the renovations. 

The basketball court's floor, 
which has been in renovation from 
December 15 to January 10 is now 
complete. 

The flooring prior to being reno- 
vated was the same since the build- 
ing was first built. 

MacAvoy said, “It's exciting to 
just go in there now. It's just a first 
class floor.” 


floor 


It's brand new. “They (the con- 
tractors) stripped it down to the bare 
wood.” MacVoy said. 

Now the job of breaking in the 
new court floor is in the soles of the 
students. It seems already that that 


job is underway. 


On the court Matt 
Richardson a senior with a Physical 
Education Major. He said, “You have 
more grip, more traction [on the 
floor].” 

Also on the court was Josh 
Lacriox, freshman with a Liberal 
Arts Major, said, “You feel a differ- 
ence. I'm glad to see it happen.” 
Excitement and competition was on 
the floor-business as usual. 

There was excitement and com- 
petition on the floor-- business as 
usual 

Games are being played. Games 
are being watched. It's not the kind of 
thing in need of a ceremonial wel- 
coming, but just in need of the usual; 
games to be played. 

No doubt the floor will be used 
to its maximum potential with the 
continuous flow of student activity. 

By the looks of it; by the squeak 
and by the shine, it will take some 
time to put some real wear and tear 
into it. 

MacVoy assures, “It will last us a 
while.” 


was 


News 


Space-based solar 
power set for its first 


THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN 


(MCT) 

TOKYO _ A team of scien- 
tists from several Japanese 
organizations will begin tests 
this spring on a space-based 


power 
using satellites, reports Saturday 
indicated. 

The technology would start 
by generating electricity from 
sunlight in .space, convert the 
power into microwaves and then 
send the back to 
Earth, the team said. The planned 
test will attempt 
strong electric current into 
microwaves and transmit them 
10 meters (about 32 feet) away in 
a simulated outer space environ- 
ment at Kyoto University. 

The group comprises scien- 
tists from the Japan Aerospace 
Exploration Agency, Mitsubishi 
Electric Corp., Mitsubishi Heavy 
Industries Ltd., THI Corp. and 
Kyoto University. 

A successful test would likely 
accelerate the goal of putting a 
space-based power generation 


generation technology 


microwaves 


to convert a 
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system into practical use by 
2025. 

Space-based solar power gen- 
eration, which is 10 times more 
efficient than earthbound genera- 
tion, would be a major step for- 
ward in terms of fulfilling energy 
needs, as the strength of sunlight 
in space is about twice that on 
Earth, and there are four or five 
times the hours of sunlight due to 
the absence of clouds. 

Mitsubishi Electric has pro- 
posed what it calls the Solarbird 
project, in which 40 relatively 
small 200-meter (656-foot) solar 
power generating 
would be launched. This could 


satellites 


produce | million kilowatts of 


electricity, equivalent to a 
nuclear power plant. 

The Solarbird system would 
collect sunlight using reflecting 
mirrors fitted onto satellites in 
geostationary orbit 36,000 kilo- 
meters (almost 22, 370 
above the equator. After the elec- 
tricity is generated, it would be 
converted into microwaves and 
transmitted to Earth. The 
microwaves _ to be sent as harm- 


miles) 


radio would be 
received at ground stations 3 
kilometers (about 1.8 miles) in 
diameter and placed on the ocean 
or in sunny desert areas, and then 
converted back into electricity. 

The key to making the system 
practical hinges on the efficient 
conversion of electricity into 
microwaves. 

The experiment will be con- 
ducted in a room that does not 
reflect electromagnetic waves, to 
mimic the conditions of space. 

If the team succeeds in con- 
verting a strong electrical current 
into microwaves and transmitting 
them about 10 meters, it will then 
start work on reducing the weight 
of the power generation equip- 
ment and improving the trans- 
mission technology. The team 
hopes to launch a trial satellite 
sometime after 2016. 

It is estimated that imple- 
menting a workable space-based 
solar power generation system 
will cost about 2 trillion yen. 


less waves 


NECC President 
recommended 


Continued from Page 1 


including Glenn, along with 
Dr. John O'Donnell and Dr. Brad 
Stewart. All three of the candi- 
dates visited the NECC campuses 
and discussed their plans for the 
campuses if they were to become 
president of the college. 

At the meeting there was much 
deliberation among trustee members. 
The head of the presidential search 
committee and vice chairman of the 
trustees William Moynihan, pushed 
for the Trustees to recommend Dr. 
John O'Donnell who currently serves 
as the president of Stark College 
located in Ohio, according to the 
Eagle Tribune. 

Moynihan said the experience 
of O'Donnell made him an ideal 
choice to become the next presi- 
dent of NECC, the Tribune said. 

There was debate among oth- 
ers whether to choose an “up and 
comer” or a “vetera and many of 
the trustees felt as though there 


were many benefits to having an 
up and comer as_ president 
because they want a person to 
stay at the college for a long 
time, according to the Tribune. 
Ultimately, Glenn was chosen to 
be recommended. 

“I'm thrilled with the choice,” 
said Joseph Edwards, chairperson 
of the college's board of trustees, 
said in a NECC press release. 
“Dr. Glenn has the ability and the 
enthusiasm to make an excellent 
president and he has insight into 
what's happening at the college.” 

Glenn has been the vice presi- 
dent of academic affairs for four 
years and has an Ph.D. in theatre 
from Michigan State University. 
If chosen, Glenn will become the 
fourth president of the college. 

“I love our students, our fac- 
ulty and staff, and the communi- 
ties we serve, and it would be my 
great pleasure to continue my 
service to NECC as its next pres- 
ident” Glenn said in his cover let- 
ter. 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


Campus Life 
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Explore the Sports|Give me my coffee! 
and Fitness Center 


Hang out with your 
friends and meet new 
people 


By STEPHAN NDUNGU 


Campus Life Editor 


The Student Engagement 
Center and the Recreation center is 
holding activities and interactions 
sessions for Northern Essex stu- 
dents this Spring semester. 

The Events are stretched 
throughout the semester, will most- 
ly be held at the Sports and Fitness 
building. 

“It a good chance for students 
to take a breath from studies,” said 
Maureen Saliba who heads the 
Recreation Center. “It's a good 
chance to socialize and interact 
with new people,” 

The activities vary from indoor 
to outdoor games and also include 
trips outside the school to areas 
that are around campus for winter 
activities. 

The activities include snow 
boarding and skiing trips to the 
Ragged Mountains in NH. 

Most of the students who come 
to the recreation center are regulars 
and called it a good semester as 
they were looking at the schedule 
and also got a chance to raise ques- 
tions concerning the schedule. 

“T like the events they look 
very good and I[ cannot wait for 


them to start,” said Jay Lemieux 
who attends the activities every 
day. “I am only pissed that there 
are only two days that we play 
Floor hockey but other that I will 
attend everything,” 

Students are allowed to play 
pool for a charge of $3 per table 
and can play as much as they want 
from 10 am to Ipm. 

Together with pool there are 
free activities like ping pong tables 
and a foosball table and students 
only need to have their valid stu- 
dent ID's to use them. 

Patrick Nett, the former track 
and field captain, said that the 
events are popular at least for those 
that know about them. 

Students also take up that time 
to know one another and an oppor- 
tunity for new students to meet 
new people and feel comfortable in 
campus. 

“It is something to do while 
waiting for classes or when you 
have in breaks between classes,” 
said Nett. “This gives students a 
chance to interact with students 
who you know or others who you 
may not already be familiar with.” 


February Events 
at the 


Intramurals 


nN OW 


Wed. 2nd 
Fri. 4th 
Mon. 7th 
Fri. 11th 
Tues. 
Wed. 16th 
18th 
Wed. 23rd 
Fri 25th 
Mon. 


“All events run from 1 2-1 pm unless 


Fri. 


COME JOIN THE FUN! 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


I have to tell you a secret, but 
you must promise that you won’t 
tell anyone. The thing is I think I 
have a problem with overusing 
stimulants. In fact, I spend all of my 
money on it, about 28.8 percent of 
my biweekly income on it. 

Most days I have to pick my 
pockets to find quarters, dimes and 
pennies to fulfill my need to have at 
least one shot per day. However, as 
my habit has gotten more and more 
unmanageable I don’t even have any 
more quarters. 

The first time I tried coffee I 
was sick to my stomach after a few 
sips. Then, all of the sudden I had a 
tremendous burst of energy and 
started what today’s culture calls 
“bouncing off the walls”. 

I couldn’t stop saying “I love 
coffee, give me another cup.” 

The other people stared at me 
and couldn’t stop saying under their 
breath “Does anyone have a net to 
catch the maniac?”. 

After this embarrassing fiasco I 
promised myself that I wouldn’t 
touch any coffee ever again. 
However, my willpower failed me 
and the next day I had another cof- 
fee, an iced one to be exact. 

I savored every single sip of this 
heavenly delight. Back then, one 
cup of java goodness was enough. 

Now if you fast forward to as of 
recently I have noticed that I am not 
so overwhelmed by one glass. I 


15th 


28th 


need more and more to achieve the 
full effects. I need more than five 
shots of espresso per day to stay 
awake. 

I am steadily increasing the 
amount of caffeine I am putting into 
my system. Frankly, I have no idea 
how to stop. 

What else can | say besides that 
I love drinking caffeine and not just 
in the form of espresso shots with 
foam milk. But in other forms like 
5-hour energy shots, caffeine pills 
and worst of all eating chocolate 
covered coffee beans as an late 
afternoon pick me up. As you can 
see my habit has become quite the 
unnecessary expense. 

However, on the plus side caf- 
feine is suppose to be an amazing 
stimulant , which has anti-aging 
effects. 

I know I should be ashamed of 
myself, eventually my teeth are 
going to stain, then people will point 
to me and say “Coffee Drinker!” 

Therefore, I have had to buy 
packages upon packages of whiten- 
ing strips to hide my addiction from 
my family and friends. Not to men- 
tion the amount of mints I purchase 
to hide my coffee breath. 

Nevertheless, the first step in 
getting over an addiction is to admit 
it. 

Wow, this is hard to say, but 
here it is....my name is Chantal 
McGovern and | am addicted to caf- 
feine. 

Actually, I wouldn’t quite 
describe myself as an addict. Since, 
I really don’t have an addiction. In 
fact, I did not have an cup of coffee, 


February 


Food 


MCT Campus Photo 


Yeah, you know you 
want it. 


until when I started telling you 
about my feelings. I just can’t help 
it, coffee makes me feel good. 

I promise I am going to stop 
drinking coffee, well after I have 
this one last sip of warm mocha fla- 
vored goodness. 


Specials 


in the 


Sports & Fitness 


Center 


Mondays 


Hot RogiChicsSonas 


‘Thursdays 
ee, Wild Card 
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Local health clubs 
fail to recycle plastic 
water bottles 


By HARMONIE CHARLAND 
Features Editor 


It's the time of year when we 
realize we definitely over indulged 
during the holidays and it is time to 
get a gym membership to work off 
our winter bulge: Although working 
out at the gym is extremely beneficial 
to our health, it might be detrimental 
to our environment. 

I have been the front desk coordi- 
nator at Work out World in Methuen 
for little over a year now and one of 
the biggest aspects of my job is sell- 
ing bottled water to members. I have 
been able to witness firsthand just 
how poor individuals recycling 
habits are. On a typical day I sell any- 
where from 50 to 100 bottles of 
water. Many times I will sell bottled 
water to the same person I sold one to 
the day before, Huh? 

According to Earth911, an envi- 
ronmental services company that 
addresses solutions for products’ end- 
of-life for both businesses and con- 
sumers, Americans buy an estimated 
29.8 billion plastic water bottles 
every year. Of these nearly 30 billion 
bottles only 2 out of every 10 will 
actually be recycled while the other 8 


will make its way to a landfill. 

Plastic bottles that make their 
way to landfills eventually end up 
being buried underground. Plastic 
bottles contain harmful chemicals 
like Bisphenol A (BPA). Based on a 
news report published by Science 
Daily in 2008, BPA is an artificial 
chemical that can affect the natural 
communication system of the body's 
hormones if ingested. When these 
bottles are buried in landfills chemi- 
cals like BPA can contaminate the 
soil preventing plants from growing. 
Depending on how long the bottle 
sits buried underground the chemi- 
cals can also contaminate our ground 
water. 

Work out World, Planet Fitness, 
and Latitude are the three prominent 
health clubs in the area. Work out 
World is open 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. Aside from not recy- 
cling their member's plastic water 
bottles they also do not use energy 
efficient light bulbs which results in 
the club wasting massive amounts of 
energy each day. According to the 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
energy efficient light bulbs use about 
75 percent less energy than standard 
light bulbs, last about 10 times 
longer, and produce about 75 percent 
less heat making them safer to oper- 
ate. Consumers who use energy effi- 
cient light bulbs save about 30 dol- 
lars or more in electricity costs. 

Wilmer Infante the general man- 
ager of Work Out World was not 
aware of the importance of recycling 


Homeless: a 
growing problem 


Continued from Page 1 


Homelessness is not a hurdle 
that anyone intends to face, but 
life happens. 

Donnie Souther, a former 
NECC student, recently found 
himself in a precarious situation, 
having been kicked out of his 
house and having nowhere to 
turn. 

Donnie crashed at a friend's 
house for a few nights after hav- 
ing been turned away from the 
local shelter because they had no 
room. 

Eventually Donnie ended up 
at Mitch's Place, the local emer- 
gency shelter, where they prom- 
ised him lodging for a solitary 
night. 

One of Donnie's friends 
referred him to Somebody Cares 
New England (SCNE), another 
non-profit organization that 
works closely with the homeless 
in Haverhill, and they were able 
to help Donnie find temporary 
living arrangements within the 
city. 

“I never expected this (home- 
lessness) to happen to me in a 
million years,” said Souther, who 
is planning on enlisting in Job 
Corps and pursuing a career in 
the culinary arts. 

Donna Anderson, a former 
homeowner, found herself in cir- 
cumstances similar to Souther 
after her condo was foreclosed 
on and she had no place to go. 

She is currently staying at 
Mitch's Place, where the staff is 


helping her transition from 
homelessness into subsidized 
housing. 


She looked at an apartment 


recently, and is eagerly waiting 
for a reply to see if she will 
receive the funding necessary to 
take this next step. 

Debbie Voisine, a current 
SCNE volunteer, is another 
example of foreclosure tragedy. 
After Voisine's house was fore- 
closed on she lived in her car 
with her son and their two dogs. 

Luckily, Voisine was able to 
find an apartment just before 
their vehicle was repossessed. 
Voisine now volunteers with 
SCNE helping others who find 
themselves in similar situations. 

“We didn't know the 
resources,” said Voisine, who 
told tales of going into area busi- 
nesses, such as bakeries, and 
asking for food. Voisine, who 
isn't originally from Haverhill, 
was unaware of the extensive 
resources Haverhill has to offer 
those who are either homeless or 
in financial distress, such as the 
many food pantries and meals 
served throughout the city by a 
variety of churches and organiza- 
tions. 

“You'll never go hungry in 
Haverhill,” said Patricia Denney, 
who also cited the other services 
provided by the Drop-In center, 
SCNE and the Emmaus House, 
which offer assistance in acquir- 
ing benefits as well as shelter 
from the elements in addition to 
serving meals. 

However, with limited funds 
and staff there are gaps in servic- 
es, such as limited space in the 
emergency shelter, a lack of 
incoming quality donations, and 
the absence of legitimate places 
to loiter out of the elements. 


and how much his club could make a 
difference in the environment if the 
club recycled. “Honestly you hear 
about recycling and global warming 
all the time but you never consider 
your job actually being bad for the 


environment,” said Infante. Work 


Out World has taken a few positive 
steps in a greener direction by elimi- 
nating the use of paper towels and 
installing energy efficient hand dry- 
ers in the restrooms throughout the 
facility. Infante plans on suggesting 
recycling in the club to his corporate 
office. “I think being informed about 
the negative effects of not recycling 
will really persuade the company in 
making a much needed change,” said 
Infante. : 

Planet Fitness is open 24 hours a 
day Monday through Thursday and 
uses energy efficient light bulbs. Like 
Work Out World they also do not 
recycle their members plastic bottles. 
According to Danny Rivera, Planet 
Fitness general manager, the club 
sells roughly 200 to 300 bottles of 
water daily. Rivera explained he has 
no control over whether or not his 
club recycles it's up to his corporate 
office. “It's whatever they want to do, 
I just run the place” said Rivera. 
Along with the use of energy effi- 
cient light bulbs the club also uses 
energy efficient hand dryers in the 
restrooms. As for recycling plastic 
bottles it seems Planet Fitness main 
concern is from a financial stand 
point “It all depends if it cost the 
company money” stated Rivera. 


MCT Campus Photo 


Bottles sit in the ground for years and contaminate 


the soil and ground water. 


Latitude is they only gym in the 
immediate area that has gone com- 
pletely green. They recycle all of 
their members’ plastic bottles and 
have designated bins throughout their 
facility. To conserve on their paper 
towel use they have installed energy 
efficient hand dryers in all of their 
restrooms and use energy efficient 
light bulbs throughout their club. 


Daniel Piccolo who owns and man- 
ages Latitude says his members are 
pleased with the fact that his club 
recycles and it has a positive effect 
on the amount of business the club 
generates. “It wasn't easy organizing 
all of Latitude's locations to recycle, 
but the outcome is well worth it,” 
said Piccolo. 


Remembering Jack 


The legacy of 
JFK 50 years later 


By ANDY ROBINSON 
News Editor 


Having recently moved to 
Massachusetts for college, the 
biggest thing I’ve noticed is every- 
where I look, there’s a reminder of 
John F. Kennedy. People here call 
him “Jack.” When people quote him 
or mention him they talk as if they 
borrowed a cup of sugar from him or 
shared a beer with the man. It’s a 
similar relationship New Englanders 
seem to have with Boston born and 
bred actors Matt Damon and Ben 
Affleck. 

Roads are named after him. He’s 
constantly mentioned in the paper. 
Massachusetts loves Kennedy as 
much as they love their Dunkin 
Donuts coffee. Behind the thick 
blooded, snow torn faces of the com- 
mon New Englander, there is a warm 
appreciation for Kennedy still to this 
day. Even for people who didn’t live 
through his time on Earth, the chalk- 
board lessons taught to the “newer” 
generation of Americans what he was 
about. 

Immortalized by his untimely 
death and remembered for his 
“vigah”, Kennedy lives on today 
through the little reminders of him 
and more so through his mystery; the 
continuous discovery of never before 
seen photographs and documents 
that have been locked away for 
decades. Just this year, tens of thou- 
sands of never before seen photo- 
graphs of Kennedy were revealed 
and bought up by a young entrepre- 
neur for the purposes of preservation 
and for a documentary. It’s simply 


amazing how after so long, artifacts 
and new information about him keep 
coming out of the shadows. 

There is mystery in almost all 
parts of his life. His love affair just a 
few years before his inauguration. 
His attitude towards the CIA and J. 
Edgar Hoover. Marilyn Monroe. And 
of course, his death. No death has 
been more talked about, more 
researched, and more disputed than 
Kennedy’s death in Dallas. 

He had it all. The youth. The 
Harvard education. The wit. The 
lovely wife. He was a war hero. A 
Pulitzer on the shelf. Family. Money. 
Here’s a man who could have lived 
the quiet life on Hyannis Port the rest 
of his life without a care or danger in 
the world to stop him from reading 
his morning newspapers. But he did- 
n’t. He gave his life to public service, 
something his family was taught very 
early on. In doing so, his prestige and 
ambition created the new Camelot. 

He was the image of America we 
all wanted; youthful and ambitious. 
Uncle Sam was a tired old man; out 
of style, out of luck. 

He was in the public’s eye more 
so than in the Oval Office. Jackie 
invited us into their home. Family 
photos and stories of his Boston days 
especially made him a household 
name. His religious barriers with 
much of society didn’t seem to mat- 
ter (once elected that is). His silver 
spooned childhood didn’t cause an 
uproar. He was an icon from the start 
and the country (and after his death, 
the world) loved him. 

“SAsk not what your country can 
do for you, ask what you can do for 
your country.”; 

Today, we live in the society that 
was achieved through goals and 
promises made by our 35th President 
50 years ago. 

“We choose to go to the moon in 
this decade and do the other things, 
not because they are easy, but 


because they are hard." 

It was this attitude of raw deter- 
mination and setting goals that 
seemed impossible that made the 
New Frontier the passage to the 
country we live and work in today. 

Massachusetts has a fair share of 
saints that are not only iconic in their 
image but also true to the “Spirit of 
America.” Baseball legend Ted 
Williams. Poet Robert Frost. 
Comedian Conan O’Brien. But none 
come closer to it than Kennedy. 

We mark the 50th anniversary of 
Kennedy’s inauguration in order to 
preserve his memory and to remind 
ourselves of what we as a nation can 
be in the eyes of the world. It was his 
words, his image, and his actions in 
office that set a standard for 
America; a standard that has not been 
matched yet. 

Being an out-of-stater whose 
homeland is populated by Civil War 
re-enactors and the Amish (not the 
most exciting land of lands: 
Pennsylvania), I feel honored to 
study and work in a place where indi- 
viduals such as Kennedy lived and 
prospered. 

When I walk the brick-laid 
streets of Boston, I think about the 
young man who walked the same 
streets to accomplish the goal of 
becoming a man of the people; a man 
of Boston and a man of America. 

Shoveling snow every other day, 
as it has been for the past week, I 
think about the great things that he 
did and how it has impacted the 
entire state’s political and cultural 
attitude. With that, I believe it’s 
worth the “40 Monday” winters to 
say that you’re residing in “Kennedy 


Country.”; 
There’s no textbook lesson, his- 
torian, neighbor, or book in 


Massachusetts that will teach you 
about John F. Kennedy. That’s why 
you remember him, 50 years later, As 
Jack. 
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Arts and Entertainment 


A romantic comedy with benefits 


Reitman-helmed flick 
surprises with big 


.laughs and big heart. 


By MATTHEW RAND 
A&E Editor 
Wet. a) tt 
makes a 


romantic com- 
edy “good”? Is 
it a 50% hys- 
terical/50% 
heart-warming, 
well-written, 


e 
“4 Pa(mostly) 
Bbelievable 


- script? An 
attractive, charismatic leading pair 
with so much chemistry it practically 
bleeds off the screen? All of the 
above? 

In dire need of said all of the 
above? Look no further! Directed by 
Ivan Reitman (“Ghostbusters”), “No 
Strings Attached” isn't just a “good” 
romcom, it's a damn-near perfect 
romcom. Starring Natalie Portman 
and Ashton Kutcher, the film tells, 
rather straightforwardly, the story of 
two friends who decide to tack the 
words “with” and “benefits” on to 
their relationship status. Of course, 


this being a--all together now!-- 
romantic comedy, the plot is about as 
thin as a piece of tissue paper, but 
come on now: who cares? You come 
to this movie to laugh, swoon, cry, 
and then laugh some more. In that 
order. 

Portman, fresh off her soon-to-be 
Academy Award winning perform- 
ance in last year's exquisite “Black 
Swan,” has never been funnier nor 
has she ever looked more beautiful. 
What's so deliciously surprising 
about Nat here is how raucously dif- 
ferent her character Emma is from 
her character Nina in the aforemen- 
tioned “Black Swan”. She can go 
from all scary and swan-ny to razor 
sharply adorable at the drop of a hat 
and that, my friends, is a true gift. 

Kutcher really surprises here. 
Oozing charisma, it's as if he outgrew 
all of the heinousness that came 
along with his previous endeavors 
like the woeful “Just Married” or the 
painful dip into the dramatic, “The 
Butterfly Effect”. His Adam is a boy 
you, I, any man-loving 
girl/guy/plant/animal would kill to 
call our own: he's adoring, caring, 
and sweet...all things Emma (of 
course) isn't looking for in a partner. 

Screenwriter Elizabeth 
Meriwether deserves utmost credit 
for her gut-busting work. Story time: 
when I find something unbelievably 


funny, I'll throw my head back (or 
sometimes forward, if I'm feeling up 
to it) and not even make a sound, I'll 
just kind of gasp for air. Now that I 
think about it, it's all very “I'm having 
a stroke!”’-ish, but that's not the point. 
I did that “stroke”-ish thing so many 
times during this movie, I can't even 
tell you. Of course, a lot of that has to 
do with the pitch-perfect delivery of 
the supporting players standouts 
including the divine Lake Bell (“It's 
Complicated”) as Adam's delightful- 
ly quirky Kristen Wiig-Gisele 
Biindchen hybrid of a co-worker, 
Greta Gerwig (Greenberg) as 
Emma's hilarious best girl friend, 
Mindy Kaling (NBC's “The Office”) 
as.another one of Emma's hilarious 
best girl friends, and Jake Johnson 
(“Get Him to the Greek”) as Adam's 
hilarious best guy friend. (I see a pat- 
tern forming.) 

I always find I have the hardest 
time grading all together, once more! 
romantic comedies because, well, 
they're in a “class of their own” so to 
speak. I can't exactly say “Oh! This 
movie doesn't deserve this rating 
because it's from this genre and not 
directed by this person or written by 
that person. Oh! And it stars that per- 
son? Instant F.” “No Strings 
Attached” is an uproarious, whole- 
heartedly satisfying (in more ways 
than one!) time at the movies that'll 


Watch Top Gear USA 


By DANIEL POTOCKI 


_ Correspondent 


For those not in the know, “Top 
Gear” is a long running British tele- 


vision show broadcast by the BBC. 


The show is watched by millions of 


people world wide, and has won 


numerous BAFTA 
awards. 


More than a simple show about 


and Emmy 


cars, it features the antics and stunts 
of three middle-aged British men as 
they cause mayhem the world over. 

On the show they have driven 
across the Amazon rainforest, raced 
the bullet train across Japan, put a 
pick-up truck on top of a sky scraper 
being imploded, and hold the record 
for being the first people to drive to 
the North Pole. “Top Gear UK” then, 
is a fantastic show even if you are not 
a huge car fan. 

Lately, the BBC, in an effort to 
bring us closer to a one world mono- 
culture, has been exporting its TV 
show concepts to the USA. “The 
Office,” “Skins,” “Being Human,” 
“The X Factor,” were all originally 
British TV shows, and the list goes 
on much longer. Now, after much 
ado, The USA has been given its own 
version of “Top Gear”. 

The question we must ask our- 
selves then is this, is “Top Gear 
USA” any good? 

The answer to that question is, 
yes, sort of. 

The premier show was abysmal. 


Watching it next to my laptop I kept 
looking away only to see the show’s 
twitter wall exploding with negative 
comments. 

I'm not sure what if they were 
thinking. It started by ripping off a 
segment from the UK series where a 
car races away from an attack heli- 
copter trying to avoid missile lock- 
on. Somehow they managed to make 
this seem boring. Then they put Buzz 
Aldrin in a Suzuki to start off the 
celebrity lap times leader board, and 
finally they finished by Drag Racing 
Lamborghini's. 

While that all sounds interesting, 
to fans of the UK series, it was really 
depressing to watch. The camera 
work was awful, and compared to the 
three hosts of the UK series, Jeremy 
Clarkson, Richard Hammond, and 
May, 
seemed like forced puppets spouting 


James the US presenters 
lines someone else had clearly writ- 
ten for them. 

Speaking of new presenters, the 
show features comedian Adam 
Ferrara, Drift Racer Tanner Foust, 
and Speed Channel host Rutledge 
Wood. So much of “Top Gear UK” is 
about how the hosts interact with one 
and other, and the USA guys just did- 
n't have that same chemistry. 

Another problem with the show 
was pointed out by Jay Leno, who 
had originally been offered the job of 
presenting. He said that because the 
UK version is made with public 
money by the BBC they can say hor- 
rible things about manufacturers cars 


and not worry about losing funding. 
The US the show will need ad money 
so the same might not be possible. 

It shows in the fact that the car 
reviews are fewer in number, and 
generally less critical than the UK 
version, but its not unwatchable. 
Rather they seem to take the road of 
least resistance by reviewing vehicles 
they can say good things about. 

I was ready to write the whole 
thing off as a failed experiment, but I 
kept watching out of a sense of loyal- 
ty I suppose. To my amazement soon 
something wonderful began to hap- 
pen. The show began to come togeth- 
er. 

The high watermarks for the 
show are the places where they don't 
retread old material. In one segment 
they try to find the best used car for 
running moon shine, the illegal 
hobby that was the foundation of 
NASCAR, and in another segment 
they try selling used cars purchased 
at a police auction. 

These turn out to be deeply enter- 
taining pieces. When the producers 
of the show stand back and let the 
presenters have a little air, and when 
they innovate ideas instead of reno- 
vating them from the UK version, the 
show is a success. 

My hope is that, given time, the 
show will bloom into something 
great. Remembering back to the early 
“Top Gear” UK shows, they had 
more than a fair share of kinks to 
work out. So here is for hoping. 
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Natalie Portman and Ashton Kutcher star in “No 


Strings Attached.” 


leave you smiling on the way out. 
Sure, you could skip it. But then 


you'd just be missing out on all the 
fun. 


Become a 


star! 


Audition for the 


spring play, 
“Bedroom Farce” 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


Calling all stage veterans, 
amateurs and aspiring movie 
stars to the stage! 

The NECC theatre company, 
The Top Notch Players, are hold- 
ing auditions for the upcoming 
Spring production on February 2 
at 6 p.m. in the Chester W. 
Hawrylciw Theater. 

The upcoming production is 
called “Bedroom Farce” by 
playwright Allen Ayckbourne. As 
the title suggests “Bedroom 
Farce” is a comedic play. 

The play follows the relation- 
ship of four couples and switches 
between three bedrooms some- 
where in Britain. Although this 
play is a comedy it does explore 
real-life situations, thus making 
it effortless to relate to the char- 
acters. 

There are eight characters in 
“Bedroom Farce” that are all 
connected. The characters are 
parents, grown children, friends, 
husbands, wives and ex signifi- 
cant others. 

Theatre 


professor Susan 


Sanders encourages all students 
to audition for the play. 
Absolutely no prior acting expe- 
rience is needed to audition and 
NECC students do not need to do 
anything in order to prepare for 
the auditions. 

At the auditions the students 
will be given a partner, given a 
scene from the play and some 
time to work on it, before they 
read it for the director Sanders 
said. 

However, Sanders urges stu- 
dents to view a few clips and 
scenes on Youtube to get a feel 
for the material. Students should 
also prepare by watching British 
shows and movies such as Jane 
Austen movies. 

The actors will need to master 
a standard British accent - “edu- 
cated, not cockney,” says 
Sanders. 

Sanders advice in regard to 
preparing for the auditions is to 
be willing to take risks. 

Besides needing actors and 
actresses, students are also need- 
ed to help with other aspects of 
the production. This includes 
costume coordinator, set design 
crew, lighting assistants, prop 
coordinator, along with an stage 
manager and house manager. 

The Chester W. Hawrylciw 
Theater is located on the third 
floor of the Spurk Building in the 
Haverhill Campus. 
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Sports 


Super Bowl faceoff between top QBs 


Packers and Steelers 
make their way to the 
big stage 


BY ANTHONY BEVILACQUA 
Sports Editor 


The Super Bowl is one of the 
largest stages in sports today. 
The pending teams came down to 
the Bears or Packers vs. the Jets 
or Steelers. The. Pittsburgh 
Steelers and the Green Bay 
Packers will meet on Feb. 6, 
2011 in Arlington, Texas to play 
in Super Bowl XLV. 

Both teams had unique routes 
to find their way to the Super 
Bowl. The Pittsburgh Steelers 
were the second ranked team in 
the AFC. On the other hand, the 
Green Bay Packers came into the 
playoffs as the sixth seed in the 
NFC, barely snagging a playoff 
spot from the New York Giants 
and Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 

The Packers rolled through 
the playoffs first by beating the 
media-amped Philadelphia 
Eagles. 

In the following two weeks 
the Packers managed to defeat 
the first and second ranked teams 
in the NFC the Atlanta Falcons 
and the Chicago Bears. This was 
an amazing feat for a-team that 
spent the entire season with their 
starting running back out with an 
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injury. 

The Packers managed this 
playoffs surge by riding on the 
shoulders of their all-star quar- 
terback Aaron Rodgers. Packers 
cornerback Charles Woodson 
said to ESPN, “We had to rely on 
our quarterback and he is as good 
as they come.” Woodson is right; 
in the playoffs so far Rodgers has 
scored 8 all-purpose touchdowns 
and only thrown 2 interceptions. 

The Pittsburgh Steelers have 
also had an exciting route to the 
Super Bowl as the Packers. The 
Steelers defeated both the 
Baltimore Ravens and the New 
York Jets to advance to the Super 
Bowl. Both of these teams have 
top-ranked defenses. 

In the game against the 
Ravens the Steelers made a sec- 
ond half comeback to win the 
game. The Steelers held the 
Ravens to just 3 points in the sec- 
ond half while they scored 24 
points themselves. This come- 
back included a game changing, 
deep pass, third down conversion 
with wide receiver Antonio 
Brown catching the ball on his 
head. 

The next week the Steelers 
stopped a second half surge by 
the New York Jets to hold onto 
the win and rocket them into the 
Super Bowl. 

The Super Bowl is some- 
where both these teams are 
acquainted with. The Steelers 
have won an NFL high six Super 
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Ben Roethlisberger scrambling from Jets defenders in the AFC Championship 


game on January 23, 2011 


Bowls in only seven trips to the 
big game. The Packers have 
three rings in their trips to the 
Super Bowl. Both teams have 
been here before and are ready to 
go back. 

This year will be Aaron 
Rodgers first appearance at a 
Super Bowl. The young quarter- 
back has to put his team on his 
back to get them through it. As 


for the Steelers quarterback Ben 
Roethlisberger, he has _ been 
through it before and come out 
on top. Roethlisberger has been 
to two Super Bowls and has won 
both of them. Roethlisberger 
told ESPN reporters, “Shoot, 
anytime you get to a Super Bowl, 
it feels good.” 

This season's Super Bowl 
should be great, matching up two 


top quarterbacks and two hard 
hitting-defenses. Both teams 
have the will and desire to come 
out on top. 

Rodgers will be looking for 
his first Super Bowl ring while 
Roethlisberger will look to keep 
a perfect Super Bowl record. 

Who will come out on top? 
This reporter thinks the Steelers 
will win it 24-17. 


NECC BASKET BALE 


NORTHERN ESSEX COMMUNITY COLLEGE BASKETBALL 
HAS BEEN UNDERWAY SINCE NOVEMBER. 
TOO LATE TO CATCH ONE OF THEIR EXCITING CAMES. 
THE TEAM STILL HAS EIGHT GAMES LEFT IN THEIR 
SCHEDULE INCLUDING FIVE HOME GAMES THAT RUN 
THROUGH THE MIDDLE OF FEBRUARY. 


IT 1§ NOT 


Here is a schedule to find out 
when you can attend a game: 


JANUARY 
27 Bunker Hill - Home 7:00 
29 STCC - Away 3:00 
FEBRUARY 
1 Southern Maine - Home 6:00 
3 Dean - Away 8:00 
8 Mass Bay - Home 8:00 
10 Quinsigamond - Home 7:00 
12 Central Maine - Home 3:00 
15 Holyoke - Away 7:00 
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MYSTIC STARS weekly 
horoscope: Jan. 31, 2011 

By Lasha Seniuk(MCT) 

ARIES (March 21-April 20) 
Younger relatives will be cre- 
ative, expressive and mildly 
annoying this week. For many 
Aries natives social banter and 
excited gossip is highlighted 
over the next four days. Group 
events are enjoyable but poten- 
tially draining. Plan private 
moments of relaxation, if possi- 
ble. Thursday through Sunday 
powerful dreams and sudden 
insights may trigger serious 
romantic or family discussions. 
Loved ones need your reassur- 
ance: plan unique events or quiet 
home activities. 

TAURUS (April 21-May 20) 
Mental energy and emotional 
vitality will now improve. Early 
this week some Taureans will end 
almost four weeks of low social 
interest or lagging confidence. 
Don't look back. This is a power- 
ful time for new friendships and 
creatively expressed ideas. 
Thursday _—_ through Sunday 
accents quick financial decisions, 
family discussions and new home 
plans. Someone close may now 
need to feel more secure or 
included. Renovations or unique 
social plans may be key issues. 
Stay alert. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21) 
New friends or work mates may 
this week issue unrealistic 
demands. Overly familiar com- 
ments or inappropriate family 
invitations are accented. Stay 
balanced and ask for extra time. 
In the coming weeks normal 
social relations will again be 
established. Thursday through 


Sunday accents minor financial 
decisions and new debts. Large 
purchases and revised spending 
habits should be carefully stud- 
ied. Friends and relatives may 
offer subtle criticisms. Remain 
determined. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22) 
Private disagreements between 
friends may now be publicly 
debated. Before Wednesday 
expect minor moments of ten- 
sion, mistrust. or group confu- 
sion. At present, hidden anxieties 
or misunderstandings need to be 
acknowledged and resolved. Ask 
gently probing questions and all 
will be well. Later this week a 
past business partner or employer 
may offer unique proposals or 
new contracts. Study documents 
for scheduling conflicts: time 
management is now vital. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
Workplace progress may be 
delayed this week. Key officials 
are now motivated to cancel 
important projects or reverse 
recent promises. Remain patient 
and expect no lingering effects. 
Do, however, watch for co-work- 
ers to offer private criticism. 
Wednesday through Saturday 
family discussions may quickly 
lead to vital home decisions. 
Financial plans, long-term expec- 
tations, living arrangements and 
large purchases may all be 
involved. Ask for detailed 
descriptions. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
Emotional insights will this week 
be quietly translated into wis- 
dom. Recent speculation con- 
cerning the motives of a friend or 
colleague may soon be proven 
accurate. Remain silent, howev- 


Love, Lust and Relationships 


Dont hook up, after a breakup 


Horoscopes 


er, and wait for public actions to 
provide the necessary evidence. 
After mid-week a trusted friend 
or colleague may reveal an unex- 
pected family problem or roman- 
tic decision. Pace yourself and 
wait for new information. In the 
coming weeks loved ones may 
ask for extra time or revised 
choices. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) 
Long-term lovers will now opt 
for creative sensuality and new 
forms of expression. Single 
Librans may this week encounter 
a rare or exotic attraction. Age- 
appropriate relationships or long- 
distance communications may be 
involved. Stay calm: your reac- 
tion will prove important. Later 
this week a recently shy or with- 
drawn co-worker may offer 
unusual or complex suggestions. 
Listen for meaningful clues: 
unique ideas will soon bring 
greatly improved workplace rela- 
tions. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
Business officials now demand 
completed documents and final- 
ized applications. Before mid- 
week carefully study all legal 
requirements and daily expecta- 
tions. Corporate rules or finan- 
cial regulations may soon include 
flawed ideas and controversial 
restrictions. Don't avoid small 
tasks or complex requests: team 
work will be closely studied. 
Later this week some Scorpios 
may encounter an unexpected 
romantic invitation or new 
romance. Take your time: much 
is changing. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23- 
Dec. 21) Subtle romantic compli- 
ments should not be ignored this 


By HARMONIE CHARLAND 
Features Editor 


You and = your 
significant other 
seem to constantly 
be bumping heads. 
= Your conversations 
have gone from 
“hey baby how was 
your day” to “the 
sight of your face 
and sound of your 
voice makes me 
sick”. It's time for a separation before you 
end up killing each other. So you come to 
a mutual agreement and decide to end the 
relationship. 

A few weeks have past and you have 
begun to enjoy the single life once again. 
You're hitting all the hottest night clubs 
and flirting as if it were a disease you 
have. No one is calling your phone with 
the five W's who, what, where, when or 
why. You feel as if a weight has been lift- 
ed off your shoulders, freedom has never 
felt so good! 

Before you know it that euphoric feel- 
ing that came with your new found single 
life is coming to an end. However your 
nonexistent sex life is becoming more and 
more evident. It is at this very moment 
when so many of us make the biggest 
detrimental decision we possibly can, we 
decide to have causal sex with our ex. 

At first this decision seems very logi- 
cal. You are completely comfortable with 
your ex and are able to avoid all the awk- 
ward circumstances you would run into 
with a new sex partner. Your ex has seen 
you butt naked hundreds of times and 
knows every crevice of your body. To 
make this deal that much sweeter you each 


know exactly what drives each other wild 
between the sheets. Both of you are feel- 
ing good about your decision to have casu- 
al sex with one another; it's a win win sit- 
uation! 

Now you are truly feeling amazing. 
You're living the single life you dreamed 
of with a safe, secure, and not to mention 
satisfying sex life. What more could you 
possibly ask for? Slowly but surely reali- 
ty comes knocking at your door and this 
sweet set-up of hooking up with your ex 
begins to take a drastic turn. 

Without even realizing it you begin to 
spend more and more time with your ex. 
You went from hooking up and going 
home to hooking up and spending the 
night every night. Jealousy creeps in so 
now when you're out enjoying the single 
life you're both calling each other with the 
five W's. All of a sudden your ex has a 
problem with you talking to the opposite 
sex, rumors are spreading and the he said 
she said is now in full effect! Next thing 
you know you’re both at each other's 
throats, and right back where you started 
in a dysfunctional relationship. 

So what is the lesson we learned here 
today? Keep your past in your past! If you 
realize a relationship is not working and it 
is not going to work, end it and walk 
away. There is no such thing as casual sex 
between exes. Having sexual relations 
with someone you were previously emo- 
tionally involved with will only lead to 
problems. If you are feeling frisky and 
have the urge to call your ex in exchange 
for some sexual satisfaction, don't do it, 
take a cold shower instead save yourself 
the headache. 

Send any of your questions about love, 
lust and relationships to Harmonie 
Charland at harmjean129@gmail.com 


week. Over the next eight days 
shy friends or potential lovers 
may gently express their emo- 
tional needs or social aspirations. 
Offer acceptance: your advice 
will be appreciated. Tuesday 
through Friday highlights bold 
business decisions and fast work- 
place discussions. Colleagues 
and officials will demand extra 
dedication and obvious displays 
of loyalty. Don't disappoint: new 
options will soon be announced. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
20) Social awareness will this 
week inspire positive lifestyle 
choices. Some Capricorns, espe- 
cially those born between 1964 
and 1978, may now experience 
improved physical and emotional 
health. Don't hold back. New cre- 
ative outlets will quickly provide 
meaningful rewards. After 
Wednesday minor financial 
errors will demand prompt atten- 
tion. Documents or written 
agreements may require complex 
negotiations. Remain deter- 
mined: there's much to be gained. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 
19) Potential lovers may no 
longer avoid public flirtation or 
bold comments. At present emo- 
tional expectations may be high. 
Before mid-week watch for pas- 
sionate inquiries and sudden 
invitations. Friends, lovers and 
close colleagues will soon reveal 
their private thoughts and long- 
term plans: ask for detailed 
explanations. After Thursday 
younger co-workers and new 
employees may require extra 
instructions. Be prepared for 
lengthy discussions. Your sup- 
port will be appreciated. 
PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 


Five weeks of emotional power 
struggles or private tensions will 
now fade. This week romantic 
relationships are poised for dra- 
matic expansion and redefined 
roles. Plan new events and cre- 
ative encounters. Yesterday's 
expectations will soon be forgot- 
ten. Later this week many 
Pisceans will experience a brief 
but intense phase of renewed 
business ambitions and new 
career goals. Listen to your inner 
voice: positive gains and reward- 
ing opportunities are possible. 
Stay actively involved. 

If your birthday is this 
week...family planning and 
romance will be a key concern in 
the coming months. Before mid- 
March expect long-term relation- 
ships to experience intense 
moments of decision, Lifestyle 
choices, group celebrations and 
finalized schedules may all be at 
issue. To some degree, large pur- 
chases and property matters may 
also be affected. Between March 
21st and June 4th watch for an 
unexpected flirtation. Powerful 
attractions and new passions will 
be an ongoing theme. Make sin- 
cere, ethical choices: new rela- 
tionships will lead to long-term 
commitments. Early in August 
business promises will expand: 
expect colleagues, partners and 
key officials to demand extra 
time, energy and dedication. 

For private consultation, 
please visit www.mysticstars.net. 
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